NAVAL HISTGRY DIVISION

REAR ADMIRAL RICHARD D, ADAMS, U, S, NAVAL RESERVE

Richard Donald Adams was born in Ambridge, Pennsylveniz; on June
14, 1909, son of Arthur D, and Mary (Patterson) Adems, both deceased,
He was graduated from Ambridge High School in 1927, and for a year there-
after attended Bellefonte Academy, Bellefonte, Pemmsylvenis., Appointed
Midshipmen from Pennsylvenis in 192G, he was graduasted from the U, S,
Neval Academy (BS in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering) on June 5,
1932, Commissioned Ensign, effective that dmte, he resigned his com-
mission ae Lieutenant (Jjunior grade) in 1937 to enter the diesel engine
field in Springfield, Ohic, and subsequently epent four years in that
work, including two years in the Philippine Islands, Commissioned in
the Naval Reserve immediastely after hils resignetion from the U, S. Navy,
he subsequently advanced In renk, atteining thet of Rear Admiral tc date
from April 1, 1963,

After graduation from the Nuval Academy, he had five years agtive
duty in the U, S, Navy during whish time he was on board the USS LEXINGTON,
an alreraft carrier, and was Engineering Officer of the USS STURTEVANT,

a destroyer., Ashore from June 1G3L4 until August 1935, he was a student
avietor in gliders and airplanes at the Naval Alr Staiion, Pensacola,
Florida., After his transfer o the Naval Reserve he was employed as

an engineer by the National Supply Campany, Supericr (Diesel) Engine
Division, Springfield, Chlo, While there he wrote several "Instructiond
Books" on Diesel Engines. From June 1939 until March 1941 he was employed
by Engineering Equipment and Supply Company, Marila, Philippine Islands,
as Power Seles Engineer,

Called to metive duty in May 1941, he was assigned to the USS OTUS,
and as Engineering Officer of that submarine tender wus smong the many
bombed at Cavite Navy Yard, Philippines, during the Jupanese attack on
the U, S, Fleet and instsllations in December 1G4l, In Nevember 1942 he
wes transferred to the USS BARNES, which lunded the first Marine aircraft
on Tarawe. As Engineering Offiger of that carrler escort he personally
assisted in repairing a high pressure stesm lesk behind one of the boilers
during the Tarmawa Atteck, Without the repair the BARNES may have been
put out of asetion., Detached from the BARNES in Mareh 194l he served
during the latter months of the war, anl until Pebrusry 1946, in the
Industrial Department of the Navel Shipyurd, Msre Islsnd, Californis,
after which he was released from active duty.

As 8 Member of the Naval Reserve, he commanded Naval Reserve
Sub=-Repair Division 12-3L4 from September 1950 until April 1953, and for
three years thereafter was Commending Of#icer of Naval Reserve {Surface)
Brigade 12-2; at Treasure Island, California, For twe weeks in May and
June 1955 he attended the Senior Reserve Off'icers' course at the Naval
War College, Newport, R, I, Two weeks in March 1656 were spent at the
Naval Amphibious Training Unit, Coromado, Californis, and from July 1956
until June 1957 had recruiting duty at Tremsure Island, In 1956 and 1957,
in addition to recruiting duty at Treasure Island, he was Senior Member,
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Naval Reserve Folicy Bomrd, TWELFTH Neval Distriet, He was also Member snd
Subcommittee Chairman, later Committee Chalirman; of the Nationel Naval Rew
serve Policy Board, Washington, D, €, From Junuary 1658 until June 1963 he
attended the Navael Reserve Cfficers Schocl end took ecourses in Publig Relew
tions, Intermwtional lew, Internationsl Relations, end Guided Misslles,

After a brief tour of duty in the Buresu of Neval FPersonnel he
besame Commanding Officer of the Navel Reserve Group 12-6 (L) et Tressure
Island, Celifcrnia. There he had broed militery eommend-of thirty-one
Navel Reserve Division of different types. In Cetober and November 1963
he had two weeks' metive duty as Commander;, U, $, Naval Base; New Orleens,
Louisans, In January 1964 he reported to the Commendant Twelfth Navel
District for duty in support of the militery and publiec relations roles
of the Commandant.

Rear Admiral Adsms haes the Army Distingulshed Unit Badges the Nevpl
Reserve Medal with Bronze Stars the American Defense Servige Medml; Asiatice
Paciflc Campeign Medsl with two sters; Americen Cempaign Medalp World War II
Vietory Medel; and the Phillppine Defense Ribhon,

Rear Admirsl Adsme i1z & register Professionel Mechenicel Engineery.
a menmber of the Navy League, U, S, Navel Reserve Association, the Naval
Order of the United States, the Awmerican Soclety of Mechanicel Engineers,
and the American Scociety of Neval Engineers, His hobbles are photography
and music, (He had been s member oi the Orehestru and Glee Club at the
Naval Academy. )

Nevy Cffice of Informetion
Internsl Relations Divisicn {OI-430)
12 January 1965





